Lifeway Foods, Inc.
For Immediate Release

Lifeway Foods Reports Record 3rd Quarter 2009 Revenues and
Earnings Results
-

Q3 Revenues Up 37%
Q3 Gross Profit Increases 77%; Q3 2009 Gross Margins up to 41% from 31% in Q3
2008
Q3 2009 Operating Income Increases 121% from same period in 2008
Q3 2009 Pre-tax Income Increases 168% from same period in 2008

Morton Grove, IL—November 16, 2009—Lifeway Foods, Inc., (Nasdaq: LWAY), makers of the
nutritious, probiotic dairy beverage called kefir, announced today for the third quarter ended September
30, 2009, total consolidated group sales increased by $4,193,594, (approximately 37%) to $15,433,876
during the three month period ended September 30, 2009 from $11,240,282 during the same three month
period in 2008. This increase is primarily attributable to increased sales and awareness of Lifeway’s
flagship line, Kefir, as well as ProBugs® Organic Kefir for kids. Additionally, Lifeway recorded revenues
from its February 6, 2009 acquisition of Fresh Made Dairy. Included in the total group sales was
approximately $2,190,000 of revenue related to this acquisition and recorded during the third quarter of
2009.
Cost of goods sold as a percentage of sales, excluding depreciation was approximately 58% during the
third quarter 2009, compared to about 67% during the same period in 2008. The decrease was primarily
attributable to the decreased cost of conventional milk, our largest raw material, and the cost of
transportation and other petroleum based production supplies. Gross profit increased approximately 77%
during the third quarter of 2009, when compared with the same period in 2008.
Operating expenses as a percentage of sales were approximately 20% during the third quarter 2009,
compared to about 18% during the same period in 2008. This increase is primarily attributable to a
111% increase in amortization expense, a non cash expense, related to the February 6, 2009 acquisition
of Fresh Made Dairy.
Total operating income increased by $1,772,193, (approximately 121%) to $3,239,432 during the third
quarter 2009, from $1,467,239 during the same period in 2008.
Total income before taxes increased by $1,884,819 (approximately 168%) to $3,007,652 during the third
quarter 2009, from $1,122,833 during the same period in 2008.
Provision for income taxes was $1,636,911, or a 54% tax rate, for the third quarter ended September 30,
2009, compared with a provision for income taxes of $267,917, or a 24% tax rate, for the same period in
2008.
Total net income was $1,370,741 or $.08 per share for the third quarter ended September 30, 2009,
compared with $854,916 or $.05 per share in the same period in 2008. This represents a 60% increase
in net income from the third quarter 2009 when compared to the same period in 2008.
Nine-Month Period Ended September 30, 2009
Total income before taxes increased by $4,440,498, (approximately 110%) to $8,474,370 during the ninemonth period ended September 30, 2009, from $4,033,872 during the same period in 2008.

Provision for income taxes was $3,024,261, or a 36% tax rate, for the nine-month period ended
September 30, 2009, compared with a provision for income taxes of $1,378,632, or a 34% tax rate, for
the same period in 2008.
Total net income was $5,450,109, or $.32 per share for the nine-month period ended September 30,
2009, compared with $2,655,240, or $.16 per share in the same period in 2008. This represents a 105%
increase in net income from the nine-month period ended September 30, 2009 when compared to the
same period in 2008.
Net cash provided by operating activities was $5,504,144 during the nine months ended September 30,
2009, which is an increase of $1,872,155 when compared to the same period in 2008.
Edward Smolyansky, CFO commented, “We are extremely pleased at our record third quarter 2009
results. This was again the best quarter in our company’s history from both the revenue side as well as
the bottom line. Even though the cost of our conventional milk and other raw materials has increased
during in the third quarter, our gross margins have remained strong and consistent.”
Smolyansky added, “During the fourth quarter, weekly sales volumes continue at a record pace, and
existing customers are consistently increasing their orders from previous weeks. Additionally, starting in
late December, we will resume shipments to Costco in the Midwest, the first shipments since June 2009.
Our cash flows remain very robust, and just this past couple of weeks, we paid down approximately $1.5
million in debt taken out to finance our February 6, 2009 acquisition as well as other current and long term
liabilities.”
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About Lifeway Foods
Lifeway Foods, Inc., recently named one of Fortune Small Business' Fastest Growing Companies for the 4th
consecutive year, is America's leading supplier of the cultured dairy product known as Kefir, and America’s
sole supplier of Organic Kefir. Lifeway Kefir is a dairy beverage that contains 10 exclusive live and active
probiotic cultures. While most regular yogurt contains only two or three of these "friendly" cultures, Lifeway
Kefir products offer even more nutritional benefits. Lifeway produces 12 different flavors of its drinkable
Kefir and Organic Kefir beverage, and recently introduced a series of innovative new products such as a
children’s line of Organic Kefir products called ProBugs (TM) with a no-spill pouch and kid-friendly flavors
like Orange Creamy Crawler, Goo Berry Pie, and Sublime Slime Lime. In addition to its line of Kefir
products, the company produces a variety of probiotic cheese products, and a line of products marketed in
US Hispanic communities called La Fruta Drinkable Yogurt (yogurt drinks distinct from Kefir).

This news release contains forward-looking statements. Investors are cautioned that actual
results may differ materially from such forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements
involve risks and uncertainties including, but not limited to, competitive pressures and other
important factors detailed in the Company's reports filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission.
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COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
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Other comprehensive income (loss),
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